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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention -first mentioned In the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee In force l^efore 01 -July 
1 999 (EUR 869,—) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC; 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text Is attached to the 
present communication. 

p— I Additional set(s) of. copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure. Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with 
the requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of Inventions, 
namely: 
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The present partial European search report has been drawn up forthose parts of the European 
patent application wtiich relate to the invention first mentioned in the claims. 
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Application Number 

EP 03 01 5652 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of Inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-17 

An image forming apparatus comprising 

an image carrier. . . ; 

a toner carrier. . . ; 

-~ Image forming means...; 

wherein optimization is excuted which requires the formation 
of a toner image as a patch image and to optimize density 
control factors influencing image density based on the patch 
image density. 



2. Claims: 18-31 

An image forming apparatus comprising 
an image carrier. . . ; 
a toner carrier. . . ; 
image forming means...; 

wherein idling of the toner carrier is excuted which 
requires rotating said toner carrier at least one revolution 
or more. 

The common concept linking independent claims 1,10,11,15,16 &17 with 
independent claims 18,21,27 &30, is the following; 

An image forming apparatus comprising 

an image carrier...; 

a toner carrier...; and 

image forming means.. . 

However, this common concept is not novel; see for example document Dl, 
Abs & Fig 1. 

Therefore the above inventions are not so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept. 

Note: Independent claims 1,10,16 & 17 posess all the features of both 
inventions. 
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